
stWorld leaders adopted the Paris Agreement at the 21  
session of the Conference of Par�es (COP21) of the 
United Na�ons Framework Conven�on on Climate 

thChange (UNFCCC) held in Paris, France from 30  
thNovember to 11 December 2015.

The Paris Agreement is a universal agreement which is 
applicable to all par�es to the UNFCC.

Objec�ves of the Paris Agreement
· 
 Holding the increase in the global average 
 temperature increase to 1.5⁰ C above pre-
 industrial levels, recognizing that this would 
 significantly reduce the risks and impacts of 
 climate change; 
· 
 Increasing the ability to adapt to the adverse 
 impacts to climate change and foster climate 
 resilience and low greenhouse gas emissions 
 development, in a manner that does not threaten 
 food produc�on; and 

· 

 Making finance flows consistent with a pathway 
 towards low greenhouse gas emissions and 
 climate-resillient development.

Introduc�on

 4. Means of Implementa�on- External supports in 
  Finance, Technology Development and Transfer, 
  and Capacity Building are required for the  
  implementa�on of above men�oned Mi�ga�on 
  Adapta�on and Loss and Damage INDCs. 
  Therefore, these par�cular supports, can be 
  obtained form developed countries, since they 
  have a historical responsibility for global warming 
  and climate change as they are the major emi�ers 
  of GHG.

INDCs become Na�onally Determined Contribu�ons 
(NDCs) when a country ra�fies the Paris Agreement. 
Hence the submi�ed INDCs are now Sri Lanka's 
commitment towards global effort of limi�ng the 

0
global warming less than 2 C.  

Benefits of ra�fying the Paris Agreement

 1. Contribute to the global efforts of mi�ga�ng 
  the rise of global warming and to manage 
  climate change and direct Sri Lanka towards 
  sustainable development path.

 2. Enable obtaining means of implementa�ons 
  such as financial assistance from climate finance 
  sources such as Green Climate Fund (GCF) to 
  build resilience in vulnerable sectors such as 
  Human health, Food security (Agriculture, 
  Livestock and Fisheries), Water and Irriga�on, 
  Coastal and Marine, Biodiversity, etc.

 3. Building resilience will enhance the ability to 
  face the adverse impacts of climate change in 
  vulnerable eco-systems and communi�es. 

 

 4. Adopt low carbon development pathways 
  where both economic and environmental  
  benefits can be achieved and then can assure 
  the sustainable development of the country.

 

 5. Foreign exchange spent on petroleum (fossil 

  fuel) imports can be saved by shi�ing to 

  renewable energy sources. Then energy security 

  of the country can be ensured.

 6. While achieving the mi�ga�on targets, overall 
  green cover will be improved, hence it will 
  improve the eco-system services such as clean 
  air, clean water and flourishing soil and land. 
  Consequently, the health condi�on of the 
  na�on, and the stability of natural ecosystems 
  wi l l  be  ensured whi le  contr ibu�ng to 
  minimize the global average temperature rise in 
  order for saving the mother earth in this century.
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Intended Na�onal ly  Determined 
Contribu�ons (INDCs) 

In accordance with to the decisions taken at previous 
Conference of Par�es (COPs) to UNFCCC, par�es 
submi�ed their INDCs well before COP21. INDCs are 
the primary means for governments to communicate 
interna�onally the steps they will take to address the 
climate change issues in their respec�ve countries.

INDCs will reflect each country's ambi�on for reducing 
emissions, adapta�on and means of implementa�on 
taking into account  i ts  na�onal  pr ior i�es, 
circumstances and capabili�es. 

INDCs  of  Sri Lanka

Sri Lanka's INDCs comprise of following four areas; 

 1. Mi�ga�on - Reducing the greenhouse gas (GHG) 
  emissions (against the Business-As-Usual (BAU) 
  scenarios) in the sectors of Energy (Electricity 
  Genera�on), Transporta�on, Industry, Waste and 
  Forestry. The key contributors to GHG are Carbon 
  Dioxide (CO ), Methane (CH ) and Nitrous Oxide 2 4

  (N O). 2

  Sri Lanka expects to reduce 20% GHG emission in 
  energy sector by 2030 as 4% uncondi�onally  (in 
  na�onal capacity) and 16% condi�onally  (with 

  external supports of developed countries). In 
  addi�on, Sri Lanka intends to reduce its GHG 
  emissions from the sectors of Transport, Waste, 
  Industries and Forestry in total 10% as 3% 
  uncondi�onally and 7% condi�onally. 

 2.  Adapta�on  - Building resilience in most 
  vulnerable communi�es, sectors and areas to 
  meet the adverse effects of climate change.  
  Adapta�on INDCs have focued on Human   
  health, Food security (Agriculture, Livestock and 
  Fisheries), Water and Irriga�on, Coastal and 
  Marine, Biodiversity, Urban Infrastructure and 
  Human Se�lement, Tourism and Recrea�on. 
  These sectors are the most vulnerable sectors to 
  adverse effects of climate change in Sri Lanka.

 3. Loss and Damage - In order to address  losses and 
  damages occurred due to climate induced 
  disasters  such as prolonged draughts, flash 
  floods, exis�ng local mechanism will be 
  strengthen in accordance with the Warsaw 
  Interna�onal Mechanism for Loss and Damage 
  w h i c h  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  t h e  1 9 � � 
  session of the Conference of Par�es (COP19) in 
  Warsaw, Poland in 2013 .

 

170 Parties have ratied of 197
of 197 Parties to the Convention

As per the Ar�cle 20 of Paris Agreement, it was open 
nd

for signature for a period of one year, from 22 April 
st2016 to 21 April 2017. Sri Lanka was among the 175 

countries that signed the Paris Agreement at the High 
nd

Level Signing Ceremony on 22  April 2016 at UN 
headquarters in New York. 

Paris Agreement enters into force on the thir�eth day 
a�er the date on which at least 55 par�es to the 
Conven�on accoun�ng in total for at least an 
es�mated 55 percent of the total global greenhouse 
gas emission have deposited their instruments of 
ra�fica�on.

st
Sri Lanka ra�fied the Paris Agreement on 21  
September 2016 at UN headquarters.

th
Paris Agreement sa�sfied above requirements on 05  
October 2016 a�er European Union joining the 
ra�fica�on. Accordingly Paris Agreement entered into 

th
force on 04  November 2016. 

Present Status 
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